Bob Evans: His Many Other Awards
Bob Evans is a Trustee of Linden Observatory. In the period from 1981-2008, Bob Evans
discovered 42 supernovae visually through the eyepiece of a telescope. He also discovered
another 5 from photographs. Bob has received many awards for his supernova discoveries and
contributions to astronomy. This is a description of some of them …
The Astronomical League (confederation of clubs in the mid-west of USA) created the Leslie
C. Peltier Award in 1981. It is an annual award given out for significant contributions to
observational astronomy. Bob Evans received the award in 1985 for Supernova Discoveries.

Given out annually, Bob Evans and Gregg Thompson shared the 1985 “Amateur Achievement
Award” by the Astronomical Society of the Pacific (ASP). The award is designed to “recognize
significant contributions to astronomy or amateur astronomy by those not employed in the field
of astronomy in a professional capacity.” It was for both the supernova discoveries that Bob
made and for the big set of galaxy charts that Gregg Thompson made as a resource for
supernova hunting, published eventually by Cambridge. It was all part of the same project at
the time. The ASP also gives awards (Bruce Medal) to professional astronomers for outstanding
research work throughout their careers. Based in San Francisco, the society publishes
professional astronomical journals and promotes astronomy generally.

In 1987 the French Astronomical Society [Societe Astronomique de France or FAS] celebrated
its centenary and issued a magnificent Centenary Medal (12 only), six of which were given to
French and Belgian astronomers they wished to honour. The other six were given worldwide to
people like Patrick Moore (famed amateur astronomer, writer and presenter), Janet Mattei
(Director of the AAVSO 1973-2004) and Tsutomu Seki (Japanese astronomer who discovered
a number of comets and a large number of asteroids). Bob was awarded one of these
prestigious medals.

Bob Evans was awarded an E.E. Barnard Observer’s Award in 1987. Edward Emerson Barnard
was an American astronomer, recognized as a most gifted observational astronomer. He is best
known for his discovery of Barnard’s Star in 1916, which is named in his honour. About 6 light
years away, the star is a low-mass red dwarf and is the next closest star to our Sun after the
three stars of the Alpha Centauri system. He also catalogued a series of dark nebulae, one being
the well-known Horsehead Nebula or Barnard 33.

The Order of Australia was established in 1975 to recognize Australian citizens for
achievement or meritorious effort. It is awarded in the name of the Queen through the Governor
General (Sir Ninian Stephen in 1988).
In 1988, Bob Evans was awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) “In recognition of
service to science, particularly astronomy.”

Bob received his OAM at Government House in Sydney from then State Governor – Air
Marshal Sir James Rowland. His medal is shown below.

In 1992, Bob was appointed an Honorary (Life)
Member of the Royal Astronomical Society of
Canada (RASC). At any one time, they limit
the number of honorary members to 15. Two
have to be amateurs. Current members also
include Stephen Hawking and Carolyn
Shoemaker.
The 15th ASNSW McNiven Medal was
presented in 1997 to Bob for his significant
visual discoveries of supernovae in other
galaxies. Bob holds the world record (42) for
the number of visual discoveries. He has
received awards from many astronomical
organisations, including the Astronomical
Society of Australia (ASA) and the American
Association of Variable Star Observers
(AAVSO).

Each year, a person of note is invited by the Astronomical Society of Australia to give the
Harley Wood Lecture. This annual event was inaugurated in 1984 in honour of the first
President of the ASA, Dr Harley Wood. Harley was also Director of Sydney Observatory for
over 30 years. The list of lecturers has included distinguished astronomers such as Fred
Watson, Ray Norris, Brian Schmidt, Patrick Moore and David Malin. Bob Evans gave the
Harley Wood Lecture in 1999, the title being “Exploding Stars, an Australian Discovery Story”.

Bob was presented with the following commemorative medallion at the 2004 CWAS AstroFest.
The festival and conference is hosted by the Central West Astronomical Society and
incorporates the David Malin Awards Astrophotography Comptetition. The Central West of
NSW boasts some of the darkest skies in Australia and the event fosters, encourages and
promotes astronomy in the region.

2009 was the International Year of Astronomy – 400 years since the first recorded astronomical
observations by Galileo through a telescope. The following plaque was presented to Bob Evans
by the CAA (Centro Astronomico de Avila) “in gratitude for his contribution to the Congress:
Contribution of non-professional Astronomers to the advancement of Astronomy, held in
CosmoCaixa-Madrid 2009.

